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Letter from Mary Dingle, Principal

Dear Roseway Heights Families,

Have you ever wondered what happens on late-opening mornings when your
students come to school two hours later than usual? Our January 20th late
opening morning is a perfect example of what happens here at Roseway Heights.
This two hour session was devoted to “Open Space Technology,” a format for
teachers to address current topics of concern/interest related to a particular
subject. The subject on January 20th was anything related to improving student
achievement or instructional practice.

After brainstorming possible topics at our staff meeting on January 19th, the
entire instructional staff came together in the library, so that we could list staff
members willing to “convene” a topic. Topics and the room where each session
would be held were listed on chart paper and signs went up around the building
showing the title and location of each session. In “Open Space Technology” it’s
important to note that the person convening a particular topic should not be an
“expert” on the topic, but rather someone who wants to share ideas with others
and learn. Last week’s topics included:

*  Conducting effective writing conferences with individual students

*  Effective use of lesser-used components of the 2nd—5th grade district-
adopted reading program

*  Launching the Enhancements Reading program with K-2nd grade
students (Enhancements is a specialized part of the district-adopted
Reading Street program)

*  Using the new edition of the 6th—8th grade math curriculum and
articulation of 5th—8th grade math instruction

*  Effective strategies around implementing the district-required 6th—8th
grade common writing assignments

*  Using the on-line student assessments that go with the 2nd—5th grade
reading program (Reading Street)

*  Effective planning for students with specific, individual behavior goals
*  Planning for 8th grade/using AVID strategies across subjects

For each of these topics, there was a self-selected group of teachers, educational
assistants, para-educators and other instructional staff who chose to discuss and
learn together. Willa and I had the pleasure of moving from group to group
offering support and suggestions where needed or just listening,

When we all met back to the library to reflect on the morning, we heard remarks
like, “I now know who to go to when I have challenges with a particular
student,” “My group got to delve into new materials and were able to plan the
next two week’s lessons,” and “I got so many new ideas about how to use the on-
line resources that come with the new reading program.” “Open Space
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Upcoming Events

Grading Period Ends Fri Jan 29
Kindergarten Roundup 9:00 am
No school Mon Feb |

Teacher Planning Day

Orriginal Taco House
Fundraiser (6—8 Boosters) | lam — 10 pm

FriFeb 5
8th Graders visit
Madison High School 9:00 am
School tour for
prospective parents 9:00 am

Last Day for Early Bird Mon feb 8
Auction Tickets

Tue Feb 9
PTA (Library) 6:30 pm
Lunar New Year Thu Feb ||

Assemblies 9:10 am & [:10 pm
Walk and Bike Day Fri Feb 12
Coffee Conversation 8:00 am
Grades |-5 Student

Recognition Assemblies

3rd & 3/4s 8:30 am

4th & 5th 9:15 am

Ist & 2nd 10:00 am
6-8 Gr. Valentines Dance 6-8 pm
No school Mon Feb 15

Presidents Day

Tue Feb 16

Vision & Dental Screenings
K 1,35&7
Hearing Screenings

K&l
Wed Feb 17
LATE START 9:50 am
Site Council 3:15 pm




USO@RWH: Live Auction

Buy your tickets now—there are fewer than two weeks
left to get tickets for $25. After February 8 the price
goes up to $35. No exceptions! Invite friends and family
members to join us on February 27 at Gateway Elks
Lodge. Ticket purchase forms are available for pick up
and drop off in the school office.

We need more donations. Pick up a procurement form
outside the school office or on the PTA bulletin board.
Deadline for donations is February 12. Crafts,
household goods, toys, artwork, services (massage,
personal training, car maintenance), hosting a dinner
party or happy hour are all proven sellers.

Need a babysitter for the big night? Hire an 8th grader
and help them raise money for their Paths to Our Past
east coast trip. Contact Virginia Mattfeld at
vmattfeld@hotmail.com or 971-235-8932 to schedule
your sitter.

USO@RWH: Online Auction

Items are going fast! Congratulations to the winners of
the Keyboard, Gnome and Foot Traffic training session.
Several more items are available for bid now, including a
spring break ski condo in Idaho, jewelry and children’s
hats. The selection will change so check back often and
give yourself a chance to warm up your bidding skills.
Visit https:/ /roseway.schoolauction.net/usoatrwh/
online_auction to participate or click on the
USO@RWH button on the RWH website. Send the link
to friends and family!

Are You Missing Something?

Our lost and found is growing. On Friday, things were
laid out so you can look easily for your missing items.
There are a lot of coats! Please take time to look
through and claim items belonging to you before the
weather gets cold again. We will donate all unclaimed
articles to the PTA Clothing Closet on Thursday,
January 28th.

M.U.S.E. Band Concert

The M.US.E. Band Program will be having it’s annual
winter band concert on Sunday, January 31. Students
from all 24 schools will be performing as one
ensemble). The beginning band concert is at 1:00 and
the intermediate and advanced bands will be at 2:30.
The concert will be held at West Sylvan Middle school
in Beaverton. Our spring concert will be held this year
at Oaks Park on Sunday, May 23.

Bingo Fundraiser a Huge Success

Thanks to all who attended Bingo Night last Friday! We
raised a fair piece of cash, and a had a good time to

boot! And a special shout-out to our stellar volunteers— Ms.
Sandy Beck and her husband for donating and preparing the
pulled pork for dinner (it was superb!); Lauralee Cude and Cheryl
Robert for their culinary expertise; Jan Sharman for heading up
the bake sale; and especially Virginia Mattfeld, for organizing the
entire event. What a great team we have!

Attention Art Lovers

There is a display of RWH 7th and 8th grade artwork up at
BESC (Blanchard Educational Service Center, also known as the
district office) at 501 N. Dixon Street. The artwork is two
dimensional colored pencil drawing and landscape painting, The
work will be on display until February 2nd. If you are in the
neighborhood stop in and take a look. We have many talented
kids here at Roseway Heights! —Ms. Henry

Going to a New School Next Year?

8th Graders and High School Forecasting: your 8th grade
student should have brought home information about high
school open houses and transfer deadlines.

Transfer Deadlines for School Choice Lottery: high school
transfer open ons line on January 22nd and closes on February
26th. Elementary and middle school open on line January 29th
and close March 12th. Both are on line using a computer.

There will be a K=9 Choice Fair at Harriet Tubman School
(2231 N. Flint Ave.) February 9th from 4-8 pm. This is to
explore some of magnet schools in Portland Public Schools such
as DaVinci or Winterhaven.

Kindergarten Readiness Fairs are being held at the North and
South side Family Support Centers

*  February 24th from 3:30-6:30 pm at the Northside
Family Support Center, Applegate Site (7560 N.
Commercial Avenue)

*  March 4th from 3:30-6:30 pm at the Southeast Family
Support Center, Kelly Elementary (9015 SE Rural)

If you have any questions about the above, please fell free to call
Tara Vargas, School Counselor, 503-916-5600 or email at
vargast@pps.k12.ot.us

Roseway Heights Kindergarten Round Up
January 29 at 9:00 am

Children are welcome!
Spend time in a classroom
Meet our teachers, staff and students
Free Full Day Kindergarten
To register please bring: proof of birth date (birth

certificate or passport)—must be 5 on or before 9/1/10;
proof of address (utility bill); and immunization records

Roseway Heights School
Our Kids * Our Community * Our Pride
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New 6-8 Grade Booster Committee

It’s official: PTA members voted in a new Booster
Committee to help fundraise for and support 6th—8th
grade activities such as Dances, Student Store, and field
trips. We are excited to announce our first Fundraising
Event at the Original Taco House on NE 82nd (one
block south of Fremont) on Monday February 1st, from
11 am—10 pm. Half of the net proceeds will go to the
Booster Committee. Dine in or take out, but you must
present the flyer that was sent home (or get a copy at
http://rosewayheights.org/image/ otiginaltaco.jpg).

Persuasive Eighth Graders

The eighth grade class has been writing persuasive
papers on subject related to law, dress code and other
topics of their choice. They were then encouraged to
write a letter to President Obama. Many issues came up
such as the environment, education and the wars in the
Middle East. Here is an example of one such letter.
Eighth graders have much to say and say it quite well.

—Mr. Krohn
January 13, 2010

The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington D.C. 20500

Dear President Obama,

My name is Adam Wright. I am in eighth grader
and the son of a lesbian mother. She is my biological
mother and loves me deatrly. I also have another mom
who loves me too, but I don’t live with her. When I was
about eight my biological mom and my other mom who
was there during my birth went separate ways. Then a
couple years later my biological mom found a different
partner so that means I have 2 moms and a step mom,
so technically I have 3 moms. I also have a sister and
two stepbrothers in my family. I live with my sister full
time and my two-step brothers about half of the time.
My mom and her partner aren’t legally married under
federal law so it leads to some problems in our everyday
lives. I think that gay people should be able to get legally
married under federal law because it conflicts with kid
adoption, the benefits with social security, hospital
visitation rights, everyday life for them and their
families.

In the first place, if you are a lesbian and your
partner has a baby, then you can’t get full rights to that
child all of the time because the government and state
don’t let you get married under federal law. It is only in
some counties that lesbian partners can have the non-

biological mom adopt the child so they get rights to him or her
too. That is different between married straight people because if
the couple is married then the dad doesn’t have to adopt the child
to get rights. He automatically gets rights. Other times the partner
can’t even adopt the child for rights because of the judge. That is
how it is in my county. I live in Multnomah County in Portland,
Oregon. I also have family that lives in Indiana where no partner
can adopt their own child. Doesn’t that just sound a little weird! I
think that partners should be able to at least adopt their child for
full rights or be able to get married under federal law so it isn’t a
conflict.

In the second place, benefits with your social security get
messed up if you have a partner. It would be different if they
were federally called husband and husband or wife and wife. If
my step mom were to die my stepbrothers wouldn’t get her social
security benefits from her. My mom also wouldn’t get any
benefits just because “They aren’t legally married.” Let’s say if my
mom had a husband and they were able to get married under
federal law and he died. She would get his benefits, but if her
partner died right now then she would just be out of luck. This is
another reason why partners should be pronounced husband and
husband or wife and wife under federal law.

The third thing is, if my mom’s partner were to be in the
hospital in a situation in which she could have the plug pulled my
mom wouldn’t be able to do so. She wouldn’t have the right
because once again “They aren’t legally married under federal
law.”” My mom couldn’t make any decisions about her partner
unless her parents or relatives said it was okay. That sometimes
can lead to a problem because sometimes families just don’t get
along. I mean how many stories have you heard of someone’s
father and mother in law not getting along, This just adds more
and more difficulty to the situation.

Lastly, sometimes lives can just be hard with a lesbian or
gay relative or parent. It isn’t recognized in most religions and not
supported by the government. What happened to the saying
“That all men are created equal.” If they were created gay and
they get treated in different ways because they are gay then that
statement isn’t true in their situation. If the government
recognized gay marriage then it would lead to some people
thinking in different ways. Including the gay person not getting
picked on or getting treated differently because of their
orientation.

I think that if the government allowed gay people to get
married under federal law it would make this country a better
place. It would solve many problems including adoption, social
security benefits, hospital visitation rights, and lastly make
everyday life easier for many people. I have a dream just like
Martin Luther King Jr. His dream was to have peace and give
every race the same rights. My dream is that we have peace, and
that our society would allow gay marriage under federal law.

Sincerely,

Adam Wright



Letter from the Principal (continued)

Technology” is professional development by and for teachers. It’s an effective way to continue to build collegiality at Roseway
Heights, while giving our staff the time to work together to address their most pressing current challenges. We could have
gone on for hours, but are very grateful for the opportunity to spend two productive hours doing this important work
together!

I hope that this helps you understand what happens during late opening mornings and how important they are to our
dedicated staff!

Best,

Mary Dingle, Principal

gREE Tax Prep Clinijc GRATIS

jlies of PPS S¢ aracién de Impyq
" A Udeng, 4“”‘:,3 Familias de p,,;'%

Save time and Money! Ahorre Tiempo y Dinero!

What to bring: Traiga:

v" Su Seguro Social, o Numeros
de Identificacion de Impuesto
de cada persona que usted es-
ta declarando en el formulario.

v’ Social Security or Individual
Taxpayer |dentification Number
for every person on the return.
Form W-2 from every employer.

v

v' Other forms and receipts, such . v Florn;ularlo W-2 de cada em-
as 1099s from your bank. v pOtea c;r. lari i

v Child and dependent care infor- ros formularios y recibos co-
mation. , mo el 109’9 de su bar)E:o.

v’ Copies of last year’s returns, if Informaplon de sus nifios y los

; dependientes en su casa.

available. - .

v’ Copias de los reportes de im-
puestos del afio pasado si es-
tan a su disposicion.

On-Site Tax Preparation Preparacion de Impuestos

Time: 5:00 — 8:30 pm Hora: 5:00 — 8:30 pm

Date: Monday, Feb. 8, 2010 Fecha: Lunes, Feb. 8, 2010

Location: Northside Family Support Center @ Lugar: Centro de Apoyo a la Familia @

Applegate, 7650 N. Commercial Ave. 97217 Applegate, 7650 N. Commercial Ave. 97217

Please call for an appointment at 503-916-5875 Por favor llame para hacer una cita al: 503-916-5875
E-mail news from Rose S : Roseway Heights Website
To receive periodic updates on all things e m Visit our website at http://rosewayheights.org.

Roseway Heights, visit our website at Contact Ted Slupesky (slupesky@gmail.com) for
www.rosewayheights.org and click on the email . = information or with suggestions.
link—it’s as easy as that!
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